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WASHINGTON, D.C.- Today, Congressman Allen Boyd (D-North Florida) released the following statement in response to President Bush's disaster declaration for the state of Florida: 

"In the wake of this damaging storm, it is imperative for the federal government to respond swiftly to our area's need for immediate assistance. President Bush's disaster declaration will trigger the much-needed release of federal funds to help Panhandle residents recover from the damages inflicted on their homes, businesses, and communities by Hurricane Dennis. Although the exact damages are still unknown, the aid provided by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will help North Floridians safely and effectively recover from the effects of this storm.

"I will be working as closely as possible with FEMA and state and local officials to ensure assistance is available for residents, business owners and farmers in the aftermath of Hurricane Dennis. There are numerous loan options available to replace and rebuild personal property and cover business' operating costs for those whose homes and businesses suffered storm damages.

"I encourage the residents of North Florida to contact my office if they have any questions or would like to get more information on disaster relief in the coming days and weeks. Please know that ensuring Floridians get back on their feet in the aftermath of this hurricane will be my utmost priority."

Hubert Chipman, Franklin County Road Supervisor, Cong. Jim Davis (D-FL) and Cong. Boyd tour the damages in Franklin County caused by Hurricane Dennis
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